
 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have over-

come the world.”       John 16:33 

 In times of great difficulty and challenge, many people 

wish they had “superhero” powers to escape trouble.  In one sur-

vey, participants were asked which superhero power they would 

choose to have.  High on the list of answers were the ability to become invisible, the abil-

ity to fly and the ability to experience time travel.  One of the most popular wishes was the 

power to heal oneself or heal other people.  In light of the coronavirus, I would guess that 

more people would respond with that wish, for healing power, than all the others. 

 The Bible teaches us that no one is immune from life’s troubles or hazards.  Jesus 

taught his disciples that they should even expect to encounter all sorts of trials and hard-

ships and most people have learned that lesson all too well.  Yet we as believers in Christ 

know that we do have a power which is beyond ourselves, to help us through times of 

trouble, worry and fear.  The current coronavirus epidemic is indeed frightening, especial-

ly in those places where people are on the front lines. 

 Our Presbyterian denomination has sent out a letter with guidance for congrega-

tions in response to this disease outbreak, with recommendations on things that churches 

can do now.  Most of the immediate recommendations involve taking common sense pre-

cautions to prevent the spread of this flu virus; things like staying at home if you’re ill, 

increased diligence among adults and children regarding hygiene habits like hand washing 

and the cleaning of common areas and surfaces.  One recommendation was that churches 

consider alternative communion practices, which we instituted here at Knox on March 1.  

We will continue to use a slightly altered intinction method, by using individual, disposa-

ble communion cups. 

 No one knows how all this will turn out, but in the meantime, we are invited and 

called to be diligent and also to remember that in the face of any and all adversity we can 

take heart and trust and pray for the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

        B.H. 
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Patty Webb is recovering 

from successful outpatient 

surgery for a broken wrist 

on Jan. 22.   

Amanda Rice-Johnston, 

daughter of Eric and Linda, 

suffered a ruptured brain 

aneurysm on Nov. 19, in 

Pittsburgh.  She continues 

to improve with rehab. 

Please pray for all of her 

family and friends.   

Nick Snow continues to 

receive chemotherapy treat-

ment for prostate cancer, 

and he has been hospital-

ized recently at Fairfax. 

Shawn Regis who is de-

ployed with the Navy. 

Pastor Kevin Harris, mis-

sionary to the Philippines 

and his family 

Please continue to pray for: 

Catherine Alexander, 

Glory Emmanuel, Caryn 

Fuqua, Jess Martin, 

Kathy O’Dowd, Susan 

Richmond and  Steven 

Roemmel, who have ongo-

ing health concerns. 



Book Group meets 

On April 19,  we’ll discuss Educated by Tara 

Westover. 

The next Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast will be on Satur-

day,  March 14, at 8:00 a.m. 

followed by a church work 

day. 

Encouraging generosity in the month of        

February: 

1. Food pantry—ketchup, mustard, mayonnaise 

 2.   For the kitchen—paper towels 

If you wish to donate electronically to Knox, look for the 

“Donate Now” link on our website.  Or you can use the QR 

code provided here: 

In a world of disaster, hunger, and oppression 

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and oppor-

tunity. 
 

The three programs supported by One Great Hour of 

Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presby-

terian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People 

- all work in different ways to serve individuals and com-

munities in need. From initial disaster response to ongo-

ing community development, their work fits together to 

provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. At 

Knox Church, the OGHS offering will be taken Sunday, 

April 5. 

SPRING FORWARD—

Daylight Savings time begins 

Sunday, March 8. 

A Lenten study will begin 

Sunday, March 8, after wor-

ship and fellowship, based on 

40 Acts. The class will be held 

in the narthex. 

Did you know we can monitor our own 

global footprints?   

Martha Schonau shares this site to determine 

what OUR carbon footprint might be. 

Thanks Martha! 

https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/

how-to-help/carbon-footprint-calculator  

Sunday, March 15 - Luncheon after 

worship to celebrate Pastor Hale’s 

30 years here at Knox! Lunch will 

be catered—be sure to come! 

https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/carbon-footprint-calculator
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/carbon-footprint-calculator


Session News -  The Session met on February 23 for its monthly meeting.  Session noted that Ter-

ri Johnson was ordained and installed and Mike Ennis and Stephen Hale were reinstalled as elders, 

during worship on February 16.  Session approved the infant Baptism for Avery Hale, for Sunday, 

April 5.  Session discussed the salary information for Lois Leinkram’s replacement in the church 

office, beginning in March.  Terry O’Dowd reported that a new Ring video camera and motion sen-

sor light has been installed in the church office door alcove.  Session also approved paving repair 

work to be done on the outside handicap ramp.  Linda Rice-Johnston reported that we will offer 

‘Ashes To Go’ again this Ash Wednesday, February 26, in front of the Giant grocery store across the 

street.  Knox members will also be invited to join in an online Lenten devotional series, entitled ’40 

Acts’, along with an Adult Sunday School class beginning on March 8.  Session shared prayer con-

cerns for numerous members and friends of Knox.  Matt Hale reported on the success of the Men’s 

Chili Cookoff dinner on January 25.  Also, we will again hold a community-wide Easter Egg Hunt 

before worship on April 12.  Next Session meeting:  March 16 

It’s time for Per Capita 

Per Capita is the designated dollar amount 

that is asked of each member of the Presby-

terian Church (USA) as a yearly voluntary 

contribution. Per Capita is used to pay for 

the essential administrative operation of 

the three governing bodies of the PC (USA); 

the Presbytery, Synod and General Assem-

bly. You may pay your per capita appor-

tionment at any time.  It will be collected 

during worship on 5th Sundays. The per 

capita for 2020 is $43. 

Green Team Info—Did you know that there 
is a bin in the Knox kitchen for clean glass?  
Barbara Lecky is taking it to a purple bin if 
you can’t.  Thanks Barbara!  Glass is being 
used in our roads and is being remade into 
glass here in VA providing new jobs.  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/glass
-recycling-a-smashing-success/ 
Love fireflies?  Monarch Teacher Network and Lands 

and Waters present founder of Monarch Teacher Net-

work, Erik Mollenhauer with Kris Mollen-

haer .  Fireflies:  Hosting Nature's Light Show into Your 

Garden.  7:30 on March 23 at Christ Evangelical Lu-

theran Church 

3810 Meredith Dr..Fairfax, VA. 22030 / 703-273-4094   

More info:  Cindy Wackerbarth,  
phwchw@gmail.com 

Ashes 

to Go 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/glass-recycling-a-smashing-success/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news2/glass-recycling-a-smashing-success/
mailto:phwchw@gmail.com


After working in the Knox Office for 18 years, Lois has re-

tired!  A celebration was held after worship on March 1, in 

gratitude for all her work. 

Ordination and installation of new session members. 

Wednesday night 

Kids Club made 

pretzels and deco-

rated OGHS fish 

boxes to start off 

Lent. 



Knox Book Group 

Selections for 2020 

All descriptions copied from Amazon.  

Number of copies refers only to Fairfax 

County library system 

March 1 The Ghost Clause by Howard 

Norman  

Simon Inescort is no longer bodily present 

in his marriage. It’s been several months 

since he keeled over the rail of a Nova Sco-

tia–bound ferry, a massive heart attack to 

blame. Simon's widow, Lorca Pell, has sold 

their farmhouse to newlyweds Zachary and 

Muriel—after revealing that the deed con-

tains a “ghost clause,” an actual legal clause, 

not unheard of in Vermont, allowing for re-

imbursement if a recently purchased home 

turns out to be haunted. 

8 copies            Discussion: Mary 

April 19-Educated by Tara Westover 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Ida-

ho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first 

time she set foot in a classroom. Her family 

was so isolated from mainstream society 

that there was no one to ensure the children 

received an education, and no one to inter-

vene when one of Tara’s older brothers be-

came violent. When another brother got 

himself into college, Tara decided to try a 

new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge 

transformed her, taking her over oceans and 

across continents, to Harvard and to Cam-

bridge University.  

334 pages      Discussion : Robbie  

May 24 -Cold Comfort Farm – Stella 

Gibbons 

The deliriously entertaining Cold Comfort 

Farm is "very probably the funniest book 

ever written" (The Sunday Times, London), 

a hilarious parody of D. H. Lawrence's and 

Thomas Hardy's earthy, melodramatic nov-

els. When the recently orphaned socialite 

Flora Poste descends on her relatives at the 

aptly named Cold Comfort Farm in deepest 

Sussex, she finds a singularly miserable 

group in dire need of her particular talent: 

organization. 

256 pages     20 copies Discussion  Lois 

June 28- The Alice Network by Kate 

Quinn 

In an enthralling new historical novel from 

national bestselling author Kate Quinn, two 

women—a female spy recruited to the real-

life Alice Network in France during World 

War I and an unconventional American so-

cialite searching for her cousin in 1947—

are brought together in a mesmerizing story 

of courage and redemption.  Discussion 

Linda 

Aug. 2 Less by Andrew Sean Greer 

Who says you can't run away from your 
problems? You are a failed novelist about 
to turn fifty. A wedding invitation arrives in 
the mail: your boyfriend of the past nine 
years is engaged to someone else. You can't 

say yes--it would be too awkward--and you 
can't say no--it would look like defeat. On  



your desk are a series of invitations to half-

baked literary events around the world. 

263 pages         85 copies Discussion Mary 

Sept. 13 If Beale Street Could Talk by 

James Baldwin 

Told through the eyes of Tish, a nineteen-

year-old girl, in love with Fonny, a young 

man who is the father of her child, Bald-

win’s story mixes the sweet and the sad. 

Tish and Fonny have pledged to get mar-

ried, but Fonny is falsely accused of a terri-

ble crime and imprisoned. Their families set 

out to clear his name, and as they face an 

uncertain future, the young lovers experi-

ence a kaleidoscope of emotions–affection, 

despair, and hope. In a love story that 

evokes the blues, where passion and sadness 

are inevitably intertwined, Baldwin has cre-

ated two characters so alive and profoundly 

realized that they are unforgettably in-

grained in the American psyche.27 copies                      

213 pages 

Oct.18 The Moor’s Account by Laila Lala-

mi 

In these pages, Laila Lalami brings us the 

imagined memoirs of the first black explor-

er of America: Mustafa al-Zamori, called 

Estebanico. The slave of a Spanish conquis-

tador, Estebanico sails for the Americas 

with his master, Dorantes, as part of a dan-

ger-laden expedition to Florida. Within a 

year, Estebanico is one of only four crew 

members to survive.    Dorothy 

323 pages                5 copies 

Nov. 22- All the Light We Cannot See by 
Anthony Doerr 

Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Muse-

um of Natural History, where her father 

works. When she is twelve, the Nazis occu-

py Paris and father and daughter flee to the 

walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-

Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall 

house by the sea. With them they carry 

what might be the museum’s most valuable 

and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in 

Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, 

grows up with his younger sister, enchanted 

by a crude radio …Werner becomes an ex-

pert at building and fixing these crucial 

new instruments and is enlisted to use his 

talent to track down the resistance. Deftly 

interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and 

Werner,  Discussion  Patty 

531 pages     89 copies 

Jan. 10- The Human Stain by Philip Roth 

It is 1998, the year in which America is 
whipped into a frenzy of prurience by the 
impeachment of a president, and in a small 
New England town, an aging classics pro-

fessor, Coleman Silk, is forced to retire 
when his colleagues decree that he is a rac-
ist. The charge is a lie, but the real truth 
about Silk would have astonished even his 
most virulent accuser.  

 

All are welcome to come to any 
Book Group meeting. They are held 

after worship and Fellowship on the 
Sundays indicated. Selections are 

suggested and chosen by Book 

Group members. 



Every Sunday: 

9 a.m.—Sunday school and light break-

fast for children.  Choir rehearsal (9 or 

9:45, see choir schedule). 

10:15 a.m.— Worship service.   Children 

go downstairs for enrichment following 

the children’s message. 

11:15 a.m. — Fellowship time with re-

freshments.  Food on first and third Sun-

days. 

11:45 a.m.—Adult Sunday school class in 

the narthex. 

 

Adult Choir rehearsal: 

Mar. 1-9:00 a.m. in choir room 

Mar. 8-9:30 in sanctuary 

Mar. 15-9:00 a.m. in choir room 

Mar. 22-9:30 in sanctuary 

Mar. 29-9:30 in sanctuary 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4  Bible study 

10 a.m. Kids 

Club 6:00 pm 

5 6 7 

8 Lenten study 

after worship 

9 Ruth Circle 

7:30 p.m. 

10 11 Bible study 

10 am Kids Club  

6;00 pm 

12 13 14 Men’s break-

fast 

15  Bill Hale 

Luncheon celebra-

tion 

16 17 18 Bible study 

10 am, Kids Club 

6 pm 

19 20 21 

22 23 Deadline for 

Easter flower or-

ders 

24 25 Bible study 

10 a.m. Kids Club 

6:00 pm 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

MARCH 2020 



Good News from Knox 

Knox Presbyterian Church 

7416 Arlington Blvd 

Falls Church, VA  22042 

703-560-5288 

Pastor William V. Hale 

Email:  knoxpreschurch@vacoxmail.com 

Office hours:  Mon.—Fri. 9:00-1:00 p.m. 

Worship service at 10:15 a.m. each Sunday 

Website:  www.knoxfc.org 

 

 

March 2020 

March 1—Communion  

March 8—Lenten study begins after worship 

March 14, 8:00 a.m.—Men’s breakfast 

March 15—Luncheon for Pastor Hale 

March 23—deadline for Easter flower orders 

 


