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April 2021 
“Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their 
way to the tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from 
the entrance of the tomb?”  But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had been rolled away.”          Mark 16:2-4 
 

             The Return of Hope  
 
   We continue everyday to live through a destructive pandemic and its devastat-
ing effects on all of our lives.  Much has been written about the health tragedies 
so many have encountered as well as the terrible economic, mental health and 
way of life difficulties that we all face.  Life as we know it has become filled 
with obstacles that we never imagined. 
   The Bible talks a lot about obstacles in life.  Often these obstacles are symbol-
ized by images of stones and rocks and mountains.  In fact, Jesus himself is re-
ferred to as a stumbling block or rock along the path which can cause many to 
fall.  Those who stumble on Jesus are those who have difficulty in believing that 
Jesus is God’s Son sent to save the world.  The Bible says those who do have 
faith in Christ are able to see him as the foundation and cornerstone of life. 
   Easter presents us with a faith decision.  Will we get tripped up on the miracu-
lous power of God made known in the Resurrection or will we believe and trust 
in God’s mightiest of acts?  The faithful women who sorrowfully trudged to the 
tomb on that first Easter were quite worried about the huge stone covering that 
grave, which presented an obstacle to their task of anointing Jesus’ body.  Yet 
God had already removed that stone and had removed the most devastating ob-
stacle of all, death itself, in raising Jesus. 
   For those who trust and believe in God, the Resurrection becomes, as one 
writer put it, a ‘profound certainty’, which gives us hope no matter the difficul-
ties and challenges we face.  As 1 Peter 1:3 says; “Praise be to the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
   Today, more than ever, we need such hope.  We need a living hope that as-
sures us Christ is Risen and alive and with us, each and every moment, now and 
forever!  Happy Easter and a most blessed Easter season! 
                        
                                                          ——Bill Hale 
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It’s a new year. Time to pay our per capita apportionment to the presbytery.  

What is Per Capita? The Per Capita reminds us of the connection with the National Capital Presbytery, 
the Synod of the Mid Atlantic and the General Assembly and advises us of the cost of operation to do the 
ministry and mission of Jesus Christ in the world. Per Capita payment keeps all the governing bodies of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in operation for a full year. It is the designated dollar amount that is asked 
of each member of the Presbytery Church (USA) as a yearly voluntary contribution. The 2021 Per Capita 
dollar amount is $42.67 per member.  Per Capita is used to pay for the essential administrative operation 
of the three governing bodies of the Presbytery Church (USA): Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! To 
Michelle and Matt Hale 
on the birth of their first 
baby!  Owen Travis Hale 
was born on April 7 at 
Virginia Hospital Center, 
weighing in at 8 pounds 4 
ounces.  Everyone is do-
ing well! 

Congratulations also to 
one of our VBS teachers, 
Ms. Katiana, who gave 
birth to twins right before 
Easter! 

Our dear friends, Jesse 
and Martha Schönau 
and family will be moving 
this spring to a new as-
signment in Florida; we 
will miss them tremen-
dously! 

Please keep Cynthia Ste-
venson and family in 
prayer.  Cyndi’s brother, 
Russell, died recently in 
New Orleans. 

Amy (Pida) Foley and 
family are recovering 
from Covid and doing 
well. 

Mark Somerville’s wife, 
Gail, is recovering from 
recent cataract surgery 
and doing well. 

 

Please keep Terri John-
son and family in prayer.  
Her daughter Nickie is 
recovering from injuries 
suffered in a recent car 
accident.  Her grand-
daughter, Candace, is 
dealing with some health 
issues. 

Kathy O’Dowd is dealing 
with pain issues from re-
cent neck spasms. 

Paulina O’Connell, a 
friend of Knox, was re-
cently hospitalized with 
broken ribs suffered from 
a fall. 

Rev. Ken Broman-Fulks, 
brother-in-law of Bill and 
Babette, had a recent suc-
cessful surgical procedure 
for his kidney disease. 

Paul Wackerbarth’s 
brother-in-law, Russ, is 
facing several health and 
aging issues in Pennsylva-
nia. 

Becky Stites was recently 
moved into the memory 
care unit of The Virginian 
in Fairfax. 

 

Please continue to pray 
for Amanda Rice- John-
ston in Pittsburgh, recov-
ering from a rup- tured 
aneurysm in November, 
2019. 

Please continue to pray 
for others who continue to 
be at home during the 
pandemic, including Glo-
ry Emmanuel and Susan 
Richmond. 

Session News   The Session held a meeting on Zoom on March 22.  The meeting opened with 
prayer and devotions on Psalm 23.  An update was shared on Jamaury James’s Eagle Scout 
project which will focus on landscaping around the church building.  An update from Kathleen 
Petrey on the VBS was shared.  She is planning a summer camp at Knox for preschoolers.  
Kathleen also recently submitted a Zoning application to the County for our plans to open pre-
school in the fall.  Session also will be revisiting the installation of new sanctuary lighting in the 
coming months;  the project had been put on hold due to the pandemic.  Session also approved 
use of the Deacons Fund and the asking of donations to assist a Knox member who was the vic-
tim of a fraudulent scam recently.  New elders were installed during worship on March 21 and 
they are Patty Webb, Matthew Hale and Cynthia Stevenson.  The meeting concluded with the 
sharing of prayer concerns. 
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Kudos Knox!  The Earth Says Thank You! 

 

 

 
 

Swamp milkweed, and Asclepia incarnata, May 13-16  Sun or partial shade,                         
3-5' high, varied soils, drought resistant, purple-pink flowers, monarch butterfly host plant  

 

 

For the seventh year in a row, Knox Presbyterian has been certified at an Earth Care Congregation by the national Presbyterian 
Church USA.  Knox is one of 176 congregations rated in areas of worship, education, facilities and outreach.  Because 
of the Covid situation many actions were not possible, but we did what we could and it counted.  Please think about what you 
can do to protect the earth that ultimately sustains each of us today and our future generations.  Small actions add up.   

Coming up for Knox!   

Jamaury James has taken on a large task of planning and completion of major landscaping on the property for his 
Eagle Scout project.  With the advise of Alan Ford, President of the local, Powtowmack Native Plant Society, exper-
tise of Steve Pida, mentorship of Jesse Shonau, and others, Jamaury's project will provide habitat and food for birds 
and pollinators.  The projected date for the project is May 1.  Thanks Jamaury for your leadership in this area.  If you 
are interested in supporting Jamaury's plants, see the next item.  Members and Friends can donate plugs for his pro-
ject.  (You can also donate $ for plugs to be planted in other areas of the Knox property.)  

This spring several native plant plugs will be available at times listed with the plant.  If the congregation is meet-
ing in our building, the limited supply of plugs will be available at Knox.  If not, keep posted for further info as you 
think about your spaces and ways you may want to help the pollinators do their job. If you are in the 4 plant plugs 
available, let Cindy Wackerbarth know.  Cost is $2.00/plug.  Cindy will confirm by email.  If you want to experi-
ment with plants, this is a great way to see what grows at your home.  Try some new plants for your yard while car-
ing for pollinators and birds.    First come, first serve.     This year the following plant plugs will be available:  

Lanceleaf tickseed,Coreopsis lanceolata, April 15-
18 Sun loving, 1'-2' high, likes rocky sandy soil, 
drought resistant, yellow flowers, host plant for Sil-
very Checkerspot Buckeye, and Little Metal Mark 
butterflies, great for pollinators. goldfinches eat the 
seeds in the fall.   

NJ Tea, Ceanothus americanus, April 29-May 2  Sun or 
partial shade, multi-stemmed shrub, 2-4' high, tolerates 
dryness, white flowers,host plant for Mottled Duskywing, 
Spring Azure, Summer Azure butterflies. great for pollina-
tors, birds eat the seeds. 

Butterfly weed, Asclepias tuberosa, 
May 13 -16  Sun loving, hot dry 
place, no fertilizer, 2' high, orange 
flowers, monarch butterfly host plant   



 

One Great Hour of Sharing—Every year Knox Church participates in One Great 
Hour of Sharing, collecting the money in our homes during Lent and making a dona-
tion on Palm Sunday.  Although we cannot meet in person this year, the need is still 

great.  

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean 
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

 
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to 
serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community 
development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. Dona-
tions may be made online at presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs. Checks may be mailed to Pres-

byterian Church (USA), P.O. Bos 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264. 

Food distributions continue to take place at Kingsley Apartments, supervised 
by our own Robbie Snow and including many neighborhood partners. 





 

Knox Book Group meets by 
ZOOM Sunday, May 3. We’ll be 
discussing When Dimple Met Rishi 
by Sandhya Menon. 

  The Knox website (knoxfc.org) has 
been updated and improved. 

 THANKS to Janet Roemmel for her 
hard work! 

  Palm branches for Palm Sunday and a pack-
age of Easter gifts and resources were deliv-
ered to some of the Knox families. Also, Kids 

Club held an Easter egg hunt on a Wednesday 
night because we were unable to hold our pop-

ular Easter Sunday egg hunt. Thanks to the 
Wackerbarths for the lovely wooden eggs. 

Our Daily Bread devotionals are avail-
able-  contact the church if you’d like a 

copy. 

Thank you to all those who have con-
tinued their financial contributions to 
Knox during a difficult time. Donations 
may be made online (the link is on the 
Knox website), or you may mail a check 
to the church or to Janet Roemmel. If you 
need Janet’s address please contact her or 
the church office. 

 


