
Pastor’s Message 

G
o

o
d

 N
e

w
s

 f
r

o
m

 K
n

o
x

 

K
N

O
X

 
P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

I
A

N
 

C
H

U
C

H
 

 

December 2020 

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).     Matthew 
1:23 

STAYING CONNECTED 

 In several recent Zoom meetings and worship services, my laptop has 
flashed a warning across the screen: “Your Internet Connection is Unstable”!  
This has caused my screen to ‘freeze’ for several seconds and is quite annoying, 
to say the least.  This has made me think about how many of our ‘connections’ 
this year have been unstable.  2020 has been the year of the great disconnect, in 
more ways than we can imagine.  The pandemic has forced us to remain apart 
and created much isolation.  Yet in order to stay safe and healthy, we must ob-
serve social distancing and wear masks.  But it has been a difficult challenge for 
so many and our hearts go out to all those families who have lost loved ones and 
friends to this terrible virus. 

 We know and believe that God has created us to be not apart or distant, 
but rather, to be together in relationships with one another.  Even science agrees!  
One psychologist put it this way:  “Evidence shows that social interaction is a biolog-
ical requirement, much like eating, drinking and sleeping. Our ability to learn to talk, 
play, acquire new skills, fall in love, conduct business, and age in good health all hinge 
on our motivation to connect with other people, social neuroscientists have found. So 
while social distancing reduces transmission of the coronavirus, which is good for us, it 
also increases anxiety, frustration and loneliness, which is bad for us.” 

 The Bible says we were made to be in relationship with God and others; 
we are meant to be connected!  You and I and God are meant to be together.  As 
another writer said, Christmas and the manger scene work to “form a deep place 
of receptivity in the human heart for the news that heaven and earth have met, 
that God and humankind are reconciled”.   

 Although we continue to be distant physically with others, we are in fact 
and in faith, united and connected always because of Christmas and because of 
God’s powerful Spirit working to keep us together.  The great joy of Christmas is 
that indeed all of ‘heaven and nature’ sing; we sing because God is One with us 
and all people.  You and God are the perfect match this Christmas and always, so 
stay connected with Christ and one another! 

        B. H.  

 
Knox Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

will be held on Zoom  Dec. 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
All are welcome.  

Bring your own candle! 
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In the Knox parking lot—Kids Club on 
Wednesdays and Trunk or Treat in  

October 
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2021 Pledge Cards Available (Times Two) 

Why do we need pledge cards?  Financial pledges guide the Session and Knox church in develop-
ing the operating budget for the coming year. Given that we are unable to be together to dedicate 
our 2021 pledges at Knox in January – let alone pick up paper pledge cards – it makes sense to em-
brace even more technology for our planning.  So we are doing things a little differently this year.  
Here’s how it works: 

Option 1: The Finance Committee has set up an online survey tool using SurveyMonkey that you 
can complete from a link in the forthcoming email from Knox church or using this link https://
surveymonkey.com/r/75K2T2T. Your response to the online pledge form will act as your virtual 
2021 pledge card.  When the pledge form is submitted properly by clicking “Done,” you will see a 
generic SurveyMonkey page that says “Thank you!” on the browser tab.   
If you are unsure if your response was recorded, contact Janet Roemmel.  The pledge forms will be 
confidential and not visible on the web.  The pledge form survey will be readable on your comput-
er, tablet, or phone.  If you want a summary of your responses, contact Janet Roemmel.  If you 
want a paper copy for your records, print and fill out the traditional form from this newsletter. 

Option 2: But what if you don’t want to or can’t respond to an online survey?  A copy of a tradi-
tional rectangular pledge card is here in the newsletter.  Print out the page with the pledge form and 
fill it out with the writing implement of your choice.  Take a picture for your records.  Insert the 
form in an envelope and post it to Knox Church.  No masks required. 

Consider prayerfully your ability to pledge to the operating budget of Knox in 2021.   We under-
stand that not everyone is able to financially pledge at this time.  However, Knox Church continues 
to incur operating costs for the staff salaries, utilities, maintenance, and upkeep of the church build-
ing.  Other continuing expenses reflect the mission, education, and values of our members.  Please 
pledge if you can, so that we may prepare a balanced budget for our congregation to continue the 
work that God has put before us.  
Ideally pledge cards will be collected by December 31, 2020 for dedication in January.  Support 
our entire infrastructure and programs as we move forward into the hope of a better new year... 

Notice 

Virtual or paper pledge cards are due December 31, 2020. Donations may always be made from the 
link at www.knoxfc.org/donations-and-memorial-gifts 

Knox Pledge Card 2021 

In gratitude for the many gifts of God, I pledge to donate  

 

$__________              ___per month / ___per week /____per year  

to the ministry of Knox Presbyterian Church in the year 2021. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #_________________  Email_______________________________ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/75K2T2T
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/75K2T2T
http://www.knoxfc.org/donations-and-memorial-gifts


 
Green Team notes —Changes are taking place at Knox even as we are virtual.  Over the 
summer, volunteers removed many large and overgrown plants and bushes.   The large bush-
es by the steps at the ramp are gone.  A drain at the cement slab was discovered so that mud 
and ice will no longer be a problem at the base of the steps. Many invasive weeds are gone.  
The tall grasses are gone.  An old chain link fence is gone.  The two final rain barrels are in-
stalled. The trash can area has been changed, and the trash area has been moved.    The work 
has largely been done by high school graduate volunteers of the LDS community.  The volun-
teers, Elders, clocked at least 70 hours (value at least $1400) of help to accomplish a monu-
mental amount of physical labor.  We received 3 truck loads of mulch from Jeanette Stewart. 
Kathleen and Harry Petrey helped with labor and many tools. Kathleen is the director of the 
VBS/ Knox Preschool. VBS children have planted tulips and crocuses in one of the beds. 
Alan Ford, President of the Potowmack Native Plant Society has given advice concerning 
sustainable and attractive native plants providing food and shelter for our birds and pollina-
tors to fill the now empty spaces. Look for the new additions come spring!  See the page of 
pictures in this newsletter. 

 

 From Robbie Snow at Kingsley—-Mondays 
Food is distributed to neighbors.  Monday, Dec. 

1, 300 families received 2 boxes of food, one 
canned goods and one fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles.  Knox members assisted. Similar bulk food 
distributions have been going on since the sum-
mer across the county. ABCD  has been part of a 
partnership with Food For Others , the Capital 
Area Food Bank and Supervisor Dalia Palchik, 
since the middle of September. Funding for the 

program was first sponsored by the Farm to 
Families USDA Program , un-
der the CARES Act  and now 
funded through state CARES 

funds.  

 

All the best to Rev. Susi Ennis in 
her new call! 

New address for Susi . 
319 N. Lexington Ave. 
Covington, VA 24426 

VBS Christmas tree and 
chapel time 



Knox Book 
Group 
meets by 
ZOOM 
Sunday, 
Jan. 11.  
We will 
discuss America for Beginners by 
Leah Franqui.  

Socks, Hats, Gloves and more, Donations 
for the Hypothermia Shelter Participants 

This year, Knox will not be hosting the 
overflow hypothermia shelter in our 
church building but we will be providing 
meals for 2 nights at another location.  I 
would like to collect socks, hats, gloves, 
scarves and any other cold weather items 
for both men and women.  I will make 
sure these are delivered (near the end of 
January) to the overflow shelter location.  
Contact me 
at markandlois@verizon.net or cell phone 
571-212-2300 if you have any questions.  
You may drop off items at my house or I 
can pick them up from you or at the 
church.  Thanks,  Lois Leinkram 

Changes to deducting Charitable Contributions 
 
Per the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) the following changes 
have been made. 
Previously, charitable contributions could only be deducted if taxpayers itemized their deduc-
tions. 
Now however, taxpayers who don't itemize deductions may take a charitable deduction of up to 
$300 for cash contributions made in 2020 to qualifying organizations. For the purposes of this 
deduction, qualifying organizations are those that are religious,charitable,educational, scientific 
or literary in purpose. 
 
The CARES Act also suspends limits on charitable contributions and temporarily increases 
limits on contributions of food inventory.      -Michael Ennis 

Popcorn at VBS 

Worship services (including 
Christmas Eve), Knox Book 

Group and Knox Bible 
study are currently held on 

Zoom.  

If you would like to receive 
a link to any Zoom meeting 
, please email the church at 
knoxchurchva@gmail.com 

mailto:markandlois@verizon.net


Working on the grounds—With the 
help of many volunteers, including 
the Vietnamese Scouts, their Moms, 
LDS volunteers, Cindy Wackerbarth, 
the Bible School kids, Steve Pida and 
many others, Knox’s grounds are 
looking great! 



Please keep 
the following 
people and 
families in 
your ongoing 
prayers.  
Please contin-

ue to keep each other in prayer 
and please send an email to Knox 
Church to share updates or to add 
others onto the list.  Thank you! 

Our prayers of sympathy go to 
Dorothy Jackson and her 
daughter, Carolyn and family at 
the death of Carolyn’s husband, 
Satpal Singh Sahni, from compli-
cations of ALS, on November 22, 
at their home in Vienna.  

\Our prayers of sympathy also go 
to Cyndi Stevenson and her 
family at the death of her mother, 
Clacy, on October 26 in Louisi-
ana, following an illness.  Cyndi’s 
father, Neal, passed away this past 
August. 

Our prayers of sympathy go to 
Efrem Enhatsen and family at 
the death of his uncle in October 
in Maryland. 

Candace Wilkerson was recently 
hospitalized.  She is the daughter 
of Nickie and granddaughter of 
Terri Johnson.  Candace’s health 
is better now, but please keep her 
and family in prayer. 

Dennis O’Connor, a member of 
our Knox Bible study, had recent 
brain surgery, which was success-
ful.  Dennis will be at National 
Rehabilitation Hospital during his 
time of recovery. 

Please continue to pray for Becky 
Stites at the Virginian Retirement 
Community and others who con-
tinue to be at home during the 
pandemic, including Glory Em-
manuel, Susan Richmond, Paul-
ina O’Connell.   

Please continue to pray for 
Amanda Rice-Johnston in Pitts-
burgh, recovering from a ruptured 
aneurysm in November, 2019. . 

 

Session News -  The Session held 2 meetings via Zoom; one in October and one on Decem-

ber 8.  Session received an update on the current VBS program from Director, Kathleen 

Petrey.  Ten children are currently enrolled and the VBS is open Monday through Friday from 

9am – 1pm.  The long-term plan is to successfully become licensed as a preschool for the Fall 

of 2021.  Cindy Wackerbarth also submitted a report on all the outside church landscaping 

work that has been done these past many months and also thanked the missionaries from the 

Latter Day Saints congregation for all their great help in recent months.  Knox will continue for 

now with our Sunday worship service on Zoom, due to the resurgence of Covid infections in 

the area.  Many thanks to all who continue to help with our Sunday worship.  We will also hold 

our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7 pm, on Zoom.  The Session is asking for every-

one to prayerfully consider and make a financial commitment for 2021.  Your pledge can be 

made online through a confidential website or you can return the paper pledge form included in 

this newsletter.  Please return your pledge by December 31 in order to assist our finance team 

with plans for 2021.  Special thanks to all of the core volunteers and helpers who have contin-

ued to provide meals for neighborhood kids every Wednesday evening at 6 pm at Knox;  thanks 

to Russell Whitmoyer, Steve Pida, Bob Fuqua, Terry O’Dowd and all the others who have sup-

ported this effort.  


