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February 2021 

Black Lives Matter! 

 

   If those words above sound like old news, they’re not!  The mandate to 
make sure Black Lives Matter and to work and pray to end racism continues.  
Racial equality and justice are ongoing challenges and our striving to 
achieve freedom, fairness and an end to discrimination must never cease. 

   February is Black History Month and it matters more than ever as well.  
Black History Month actually began as Black History Week in 1926.  The 
historian and author, Carter G. Woodson, announced that the celebration be 
held during the second week of February, as an ongoing commemoration 
and to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass.  In 1969 numerous Black educators proposed establishing a Black 
History Month and during our U. S. Bicentennial in 1976, President Gerald 
Ford officially recognized the Month-long celebration. 

   As a nation and especially as people of faith, we must continue to lift up 
the scourge and sinfulness of racism.  Lest you think the church is not part of 
the issue, look no further than the current infighting within the Southern 
Baptist Convention over disagreements regarding the presence of systemic 
racism in our nation.  Some leaders of that denomination have essentially 
denied that there is systemic racism and this has led to several large African 
American Baptist pastors and their churches to leave. 

   Our nation and our churches must do better and it begins with acknowledg-
ing, not denying, the awful truth of racism’s ongoing oppression.  We will 
emphasize Black History Month during worship in February and together 
work and pray for the end of racism.  
 
                                                          ——Bill Hale 

Please keep the follow-
ing people and families 
in your ongoing prayers.  
Please continue to keep 
each other in prayer and 
please send an email to 
Knox Church to share 
updates or to add others 
onto the list.  Thank 

you! 

Our prayers of sympa-
thy go to  the family of 
Norman Stanford, 
Charlotte Fuqua’s un-
cle, who passed away 
recently in Arizona, 
from injuries suffered in 
a fall. 

Kathleen Petrey’s 
mother is home from 
the hospital in North 
Carolina, recovering 
from back injuries she 
suffered in a fall. 

Please continue to pray 
for  Amanda Rice-
Johnston in Pittsburgh, 
recovering from a rup-
tured aneurysm in No-
vember, 2019. 

Please continue to pray 
for Becky Stites at the 
Virginian Retirement 
Community and others 
who continue to be at 
home during the pan-
demic, including Glory 
Emmanuel, Susan 
Richmond, Paulina 
O’Connell. 



Page 2 GOOD NEWS  FR OM KNOX  

. It’s a new year. Time to pay our per capita apportionment to the presbytery.  

What is Per Capita? The Per Capita reminds us of the connection with the National Capital Presby-
tery, the Synod of the Mid Atlantic and the General Assembly and advises us of the cost of operation 
to do the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ in the world. Per Capita payment keeps all the govern-
ing bodies of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in operation for a full year. It is the designated dollar 
amount that is asked of each member of the Presbytery Church (USA) as a yearly voluntary contribu-
tion. The 2021 Per Capita dollar amount is $42.67 per member.  Per Capita is used to pay for the es-
sential administrative operation of the three governing bodies of the Presbytery Church (USA): Pres-
bytery, Synod and General Assembly.  

Ash Wednesday on February 17 is 
the beginning of the 
Lenten season. There 
will be a Zoom worship 
service at 7:00 p.m. that 
day. Please join us.  If 

you need a Zoom link for the service 
and are not already on the distribu-
tion list, please email  
knoxchurchva@gmail.com. 

Lenten Study—We’ve had worship on 
Zoom, with candles, music, and commun-
ion. Now it’s time for an adult Sunday 
school class on Zoom. All are welcome to 
join a book study following worship dur-
ing Lent, starting Sunday, Feb.21. The 
book will be Lent in Plain Sight: A De-
votion in Ten Objects by Jill Duffield. 
The book is available at Amazon.com and              

Abebooks.com (where there are some less expensive 
used copies available.) If you need help ordering a copy, 
please contact Linda Rice-Johnston.   

Current Members of Session 

Mike Ennis—Finance 

Terri Johnson and Matthew Hale-
Outreach and evangelism 

Stephen Hale-Christian Education 

Terry O’Dowd —Building and Grounds 

Linda Rice-Johnston—Worship and 
Music 

Mark Somerville —Clerk of Session 

Cyndi Stevenson—Fellowship 

Patty Webb —Member Care 

A devotional for Lent from Presbyterians 
for Earth Care is available online at  

2021-Lenten-Devotional-print.pdf 
(presbyearthcare.org)  

 

https://presbyearthcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Lenten-Devotional-print.pdf
https://presbyearthcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-Lenten-Devotional-print.pdf
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Bible PreSchool at Knox 

 

 



 

One Great Hour of Sharing—Every year Knox Church participates in One Great 
Hour of Sharing, collecting the money in our homes during Lent and making a dona-
tion on Palm Sunday.  Although we cannot meet in person this year, the need is still 

great.  

Millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean 
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. 

 
The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People - all work in different ways to 
serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community 
development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. Dona-
tions may be made online at presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs. Checks may be mailed to Pres-

byterian Church (USA), P.O. Bos 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264. 

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation – 
was held via Zoom, following worship on January 
31.  Several written reports and updates were re-
ceived (please contact the church if you’d like to 

receive copies).  Three new elders were elected, in-
cluding Cynthia Stevenson and Matthew Hale, who 
were both re-elected to serve 3 year terms and Patty 
Webb, also elected to a 3 year term.  A tremendous 
THANK YOU to Mary Highsmith for finishing up a 
6 year term on the Session.  Four members from the 

congregation were elected to serve on the 2021 
Church Nominating Committee and they are Steve 
Pida, Jamaury James, Scott Ennis and Mary High-
smith, with Lois Leinkram as the alternate.  Pastor 

Hale’s terms of call were voted on and approved by 
the congregation.  

Many thanks to 
the LDS volun-
teers who 
cleaned up the 
Knox kitchen! 



 

Session News 

The Session met via Zoom on Monday, January 18.  The Session spent most the meeting receiving and dis-
cussing the proposed church budget for 2021 from the Finance committee and voted to approve the budget 
with minor changes.  The Annual meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday, January 31 after wor-
ship and several items will be voted on including the Pastor’s terms of call and the election of new elders to 
Session as well as new members to the 2021 church Nominating committee.  Also, there will be several 
written reports available through email, for the Annual Meeting.  Session spent time sharing and discussing 
prayer concerns of members and friends of Knox.  Also, we lifted up in prayer three of our Knox teens who 
are seniors this year at Falls Church High School;  Jamaury James, Stacey Davis and Giselle Artiaga.  

KID’S CLUB -  continues to 
meet every Wednesday evening 
at Knox at 6 pm for dinner.  A 
HUGE thanks to all who help 
every week including Russell 
Whitmoyer, Bob Fuqua, Steve 
Pida, Mike Ennis, Terry 
O’Dowd and others who have 
helped with food preparation!!  

HYPOTHERMIA MEALS – Knox 
provided meals as well as breakfast 
and lunch bag items for the Bai-
ley’s Shelter Hypothermia pro-
gram, on January 29 and 30.  The 
overnight program is being held at 
the Lincolnia Senior Center this 
winter.  We had over a dozen peo-
ple help to prepare and deliver food 
on those two evenings and many 
thanks to all of them for providing 
wonderful dinners for around 50 
homeless guests each night.  

THANK YOU!! – The entire Hale 
family wishes to extend heartfelt 
thanks to the Knox Church family for 
the generous and kind Christmas gift 
which was given to us!  We continue 
to consider it a great joy and blessing 
to be able to be a part of this wonder-
ful Christian community!  Thank 
you!    Pastor Bill Hale  

Offering Envelopes – are available for anyone who 
wishes to receive a box for this year.  Thank you to 
all who have made financial pledge commitments 

and to all those who continue to generously support 
Knox Church!  

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE THANKS! – 
We received a wonderful ‘thank you’ letter 
from CWS for Knox’s collection and donation 
of 84 School Kits and Hygiene Kits this past 
fall.  Special thanks to Cindy Wackerbarth for 
helping to coordinate this effort and to her and 
Paul for driving to Maryland to deliver the 
large donation.  

Knox Book 
Group meets 
by ZOOM 
Sunday, 
Feb. 21.  We 
will discuss 
Carnegie’s 
Maid by Marie Benedict. 


