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December 2021  "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais-
ing God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors."            Luke 2:13-14  

     Several years ago at Christmas time, a Christian writer tells of be-
ing in his native London for a meeting.  It was a cold night, pouring 
with rain and he was late.  As he half-ran to get to his meeting he 
turned a corner and then stopped in his tracks.  There they were, he 
described it; angels- a dozen of them hovering above Regent Street 
with their giant shimmering wings stretching overhead across traffic.  
Made of thousands of pulsating lights, it was the most incredible 
Christmas display he'd ever seen.  And he wasn't the only one struck 
by this sight; he soon noticed hundreds of others standing in the rain, 
gazing up at these angelic wonders and whispering 'Wow!' 

 

   When we stop to consider and ponder the gift of Christ our Savior 
at Christmas we too can experience a sense of wonder and awe.  To 
think that the God of the Universe would come to this world to offer 
us mercy and love, this is hard to imagine.  But it's true!  And to be-
lieve that God is with us and hovering and watching over us, seems 
too good to be true, but it is! 

 

   A philosophy professor has said that awe is a self-transcendent 
emotion because it focuses our attention away from ourselves and 
toward our environment or surroundings.  The angels, the star, the 
entire nativity scene are all meant to show us that God in Christ is to 
be the center of our attention.  The man on Regent Street gazing up 
at those angels that night, noticed something else.  Some of them had 
their arms raised up, as if they too were gazing up at something.  
Like the angelic choir that first Christmas night, it seemed that an-
gels too can be caught up in awe, gazing at the Character central to 
this whole story.  Welcome the Christ Child into your heart again this 
Christmas and be blessed beyond your wildest dreams!  

                                                                                                            Bill Hale  

Knox is now open for in-person worship on Sundays at 
10;15. For health and safety guidelines, see the Knox website 
at www.knoxfc.org. You may also attend worship nn Zoom. 

Call the church office for a link. 



Page 2 GOOD NEWS  FR OM KNOX  

Session News   -   The Session held a meeting, via Zoom, on November 30.  Three mem-
bers of Session, Mike Ennis, Terry O’Dowd and Mark Somerville, whose terms finish in 
January, were selected to serve on the Nominating committee.  They join congregational 
members Steve Pida, Scott Ennis, Mary Highsmith and Jamaury James, with Lois Lein-
kram as alternate. 

   The Session decided to continue our suspension of building use events, at least until 
spring or summer.  Knox will be hosting the Hypothermia prevention program from De-
cember 26 through January 1.  About 20 homeless guests will be sleeping in fellowship hall 
each night.  The issue of residents using the church parking lot was discussed.  We will 
work with the management of the Kingsley community to address this.  The Knox pre-
school is scheduled for a Board of Zoning hearing on December 1 (which was approved!).   

   Session approved the resumption of singing during worship in the sanctuary.  The wear-
ing of masks is still recommended for in person worship and singing.                                             

Kathy O’Dowd 
- has been hospi-
talized recently 
and continues to 
have numerous 
health concerns. 
She now is re-

covering at an assisted living facili-
ty having physical therapy to regain 
mobility. Her current address is: 

Serenity Gardens 

2845 Blue Spruce Lane 

Silver Spring, MD 20906 

Becky Stites - was hospitalized in 
October for an infection. Later in 
October she suffered a broken arm 
from a fall. She is currently in the 
nursing center at The Virginian in 
Fairfax. 

Our prayers for sympathy and com-
fort go to Glory Emmanuel at the 
death of her son-in-law, Lee, on 
November 9 in NY state. Glory’s 
son Chris, has also had some health 
concerns recently. 

Charlotte Fuqua was hospitalized 
in Fredericksburg for about 3 weeks 

for severe pancreatitis. She contin-
ues to recover at home. 

Please continue to pray for Aman-
da Rice-Johnston, rehabilitating in 
Pittsburgh from a brain aneurysm 
suffered 2 years ago. 

Candace Wilkerson- continues to 
undergo treatment in a local rehab 
facility. Also, Candace’s younger 
brother, Jeremiah, suffered a bro-
ken leg recently in a skateboard 
fall. 



 

2022 Pledge Cards Available (Times Two) 

Why do we need pledge cards?  Financial pledges guide the Session and Knox church in develop-
ing the operating budget for the coming year. Here’s how it works: 

Option 1: The Finance Committee has set up an online survey tool using SurveyMonkey that you 
can complete using this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WFGPF2 Your response to the online 
pledge form will act as your virtual 2022 pledge card.  When the pledge form is submitted properly 
by clicking “Done,” you will see a generic SurveyMonkey page that says “Thank you!” on the 
browser tab.   

If you are unsure if your response was recorded, contact Janet Roemmel.  The pledge forms will be 
confidential and not visible on the web.  The pledge form survey will be readable on your comput-
er, tablet, or phone.  If you want a summary of your responses, contact Janet Roemmel.  If you 
want a paper copy for your records, print and fill out the traditional form from this newsletter. 

Option 2: But what if you don’t want to or can’t respond to an online survey?  A copy of a tradi-
tional rectangular pledge card is here in the newsletter.  Print out the page with the pledge form and 
fill it out with the writing implement of your choice.  Take a picture for your records.  Insert the 
form in an envelope and post it to Knox Church.  No masks required. 

Consider prayerfully your ability to pledge to the operating budget of Knox in 2022.   We under-
stand that not everyone is able to financially pledge at this time.  However, Knox Church continues 
to incur operating costs for the staff salaries, utilities, maintenance, and upkeep of the church build-
ing.  Other continuing expenses reflect the mission, education, and values of our members.  Please 
pledge if you can, so that we may prepare a balanced budget for our congregation to continue the 
work that God has put before us.  

Ideally pledge cards will be collected by December 31, 2021 for dedication in January.  Support 
our entire infrastructure and programs as we move forward into the hope of a better new year... 

Notice 

Virtual or paper pledge cards are due December 31, 2021. Donations may always be made from the 
link at www.knoxfc.org/donations-and-memorial-gifts 

 

Knox Pledge Card 2022 

In gratitude for the many gifts of God, I pledge to donate  

 

$__________              ___per month / ___per week /____per year  

to the ministry of Knox Presbyterian Church in the year 2022. 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #_________________  Email_______________________________ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5WFGPF2
http://www.knoxfc.org/donations-and-memorial-gifts


Preschool Birthday Cupcakes! 

Knox Notes  -   We have resumed congregational singing during worship in the sanctuary for the Ad-
vent and Christmas season.  The church Nominating committee will be meeting to establish a slate of 
nominees for election to Session in January.  The Kid’s Club has continued to meet each Wednesday 
and a tremendous thanks to all the volunteers who provide supper and direct the program each week!  
Knox hosted our annual ‘Trunk or Treat’ Halloween event in the church parking lot on October 31.  
We had around 50 kids attend;  thanks to all who participated and decorated cars!  We ere happy to 
see our friend, Marine Jamaury James, who was home on leave recently and attended church and 
Kid’s Club.  He is currently stationed in North Carolina.  A special thanks to Eric and Linda Rice-
Johnston who recently completed the reupholstering of all the chairs at the front of the sanctuary!   

Hypothermia Program  -  Knox has been 
asked and we will again this year host the Hy-
pothermia Prevention program in our fellow-
ship hall, partnering with Bailey’s Shelter and 
New Hope Housing.  Each night from Decem-
ber 26 through January 1, approximately 20 
homeless guests will be sleeping in the hall.  
We have also been asked to help with some 
dinners during the week.  We have volunteers 
who have offered to help on December 31 and 
January 1.  If you would like to help in some 
way with food or serving, please email Pastor 
Hale or call the office. 

 We customarily collect a few things for the 
hypothermia guests. Please bring donations of 
new socks and/or lightly used or new hats, 
gloves, mittens and scarves to the church.  If 
you have any questions about the collection, 
please contact Lois Leinkram 
at markandlois@verizon.net   

Happy Birthday, Million! 

A quiet moment at Kid’s Club 

mailto:markandlois@verizon.net


Scary Halloween guys at Kid’s Club 

Halloween  

Trunk or Treat 



Great day—celebrating three Hale baptisms!  September 12, 2021 

Our long chain of gratitude. Thanks be to God! 
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Please join us for Christmas Eve Candlelight 
worship 

December 24, 7:00 p.m. 

In person and on Zoom 

Each Sunday in 
Advent, we 

light the Advent 
candles, and the 

children hear 
the Christmas 
story read by 
various Knox 
members from 

beautiful picture 
books. 



When Cindy told me about pastor Appreciation Sunday, I thought 
what a good idea and it’s long overdue. If you remember, back in the 
spring of 2020, we intended having a catered lunch to celebrate Bill’s 
30 years here at Knox. The pandemic made that impossible. The pan-
demic is still keeping us from public gatherings, dinners in restaurants, 
potlucks and all the other ways that a church celebrates special occa-
sions. 

I don’t think that Bill needs another certificate or even a plaque, or, 
even although they are really great, another humorous coffee cup. Cin-
dy had a great idea of a way to celebrate 30 years at Knox and 40 
years in ministry and she’ll tell you about it in a few minutes.  

When a person expresses an interest in becoming a minister in the 
Presbyterian Church, there is a process, a sort of testing of the call to 
make sure this is a genuine call to ministry. The candidate is asked to 
produce witnesses who share the belief that the candidate is indeed 
called to ministry and not to some other form of service. You won’t be 
surprised to hear that this process involves committees. So – Vocation 
counts. And, I have to say, Bill, you’re very good at this pastoring 
thing. You’ve certainly proven the genuineness of your call. Pastoring 
seems to consist of spiritual guidance, prayer, leadership, wrangling 
children, listening, teaching, cajoling, a little handyman work, being 
present with people on their best and worst days, comforting, and oth-
er duties as assigned, all while lovingly attempting to guide a congre-
gation  to serve the community in the way of Jesus Christ. 

So, Bill, thank you for all your prayer and hard work in the past, the 
present, and in the future. We appreciate you and if we sometimes for-
get to say thank you enough, please know that we are grateful to God 
for your service and friendship. 

Linda Rice-Johnston, on behalf of the Knox congregation, Dec. 5, 
2021 

Pastor Appreciation Sunday, Dec. 5, 

There were several email messages sent to the Knox 
office for Bill’s Appreciation Sunday. Here are 2 of 
them. 

From Patrick Walker of Church World Service: 

Please share that I am very grateful to Bill and to the 
family of faith that I have come to know and appreci-
ate at Knox Church. 

 I know that Bill is an amazing person called by God 
to provide leadership to you and your community not 
just by his efforts but also by how kind and loving you 
all are to each other and your neighbors near and far. 

 God Bless you Bill and my extended family in faith at 
Knox Church. 

 Peace, 

Patrick 

From Lois Leinkram 

Dear Bill, 

There are too many things to list from over the years.  
Here are some highlights:  Thank you for visiting me 
in the hospital after Carrie was born in 1993.  Thank 
you for bringing Starbucks coffee to the church office 
staff on many occasions.  Thank you for being a good 
listener and counselor.  Thank you for officiating at 
Sara and Mike's wedding.  Thank you for coming to 
Goodwin House the morning my mother died and 
praying with me and my family members.  You also 
went to my mother's funeral. 

Your actions have shown me and the Knox congrega-
tion that you are more than a pastor.  You are a good 
friend. 

Lois 

Willow Oak planted in honor of 
Bill’s 40 years in ministry. 



 

Thanks!!! -   I wish to thank our wonderful Knox family for the very special 
‘Pastor’s Appreciation Sunday’ that was held during worship on December 5, 
in honor of my 40 years of ordained ministry!  The many messages of appreci-
ation were truly appreciated and the tree planted out front on the church lawn 
in my honor was just amazing, along with the small bushes to be planted in 
honor our 6 grandkids!  Thank you all so very, very much!     Pastor Hale  



Knox Book Group meets by ZOOM Sunday, Jan. 
9. We’ll be discussing The Bookwoman of Trou-
blesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. 

Knox Church is transitioning 
to a new email address at 
KnoxPCVA@gmail.com 

Our Daily Bread devotionals are avail-
able-  contact the church if you’d like a 

copy. 

Christmas JOY Offering  -   Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethle-

hem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every time and place, but those leaders often need 

to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our 
leaders, including supporting leadership development for communities of color, and providing support for 
Presbyterian church workers in their time of need.  We will receive this special offering of our Presbyterian 

denomination on Christmas Eve and Christmas Sunday, December 26.  Thank you for your support!  

Pastor Appreciation Sunday’s tree 
and tulip bulb planting.  

Plant a tree right there! 


