Pastor’s Message
Spring 2022

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who
was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him, just as he told you.’” Trembling and bewildered, the
women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because
they were afraid.”
Mark 16:6-8
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Our weekly Bible study has recently been discussing the fact that there is so
much about God that we don’t know or understand. As people of faith we believe that God is real, yet we know that God is also a mystery and even bigger
and greater than we can imagine.
Maybe you have heard this story before: One day a first grade Sunday school
teacher asked the class to think about something important and draw a picture of
it. Each child began working on the special picture that they wanted to draw.
The teacher noticed one little boy who seemed to be more focused than the rest.
The others had finished and he was still working. She walked over to his desk
and said, “Jimmy, what are you drawing?” He looked up and said, “Teacher, I’m
drawing a picture of God.” The teacher said, “Jimmy, nobody knows what God
looks like.” Jimmy thought for a minute, and replied, “Well, they will when I
finish this picture!”
The season of Lent challenges us to reflect on the nature of God and even to
think about what God not only looks like but the way God acts in the world. At
Easter we are challenged to reflect on God’s greatest act of defeating death and
offering us all the gift of new and eternal life, through Christ’s resurrection.
The British theologian, N.T. Wright, said this in one of his books: “With God, at
least with this strange God of whom the ancient scriptures spoke, the first and
most important point was not to understand him but to trust him.” God is a mystery and the mighty acts of God can be hard to understand and since God is so
much more than we can imagine, our job is to trust and believe in God , especially when we don’t know all the answers. ——Bill Hale

EASTER EGG
HUNT - for all kids,
will be held on Easter
morning at Knox at
9:30 am on April 17.
Please join us!!

Holy Thursday Communion
Worship
April 14 at 7 pm on Zoom
Easter Sunday WorshipApril 17 at
10:15 a.m.
in person and on Zoom

It’s a new year. Time to pay our per capita apportionment to the presbytery.
What is Per Capita? The Per Capita reminds us of the connection with the National Capital Presbytery,
the Synod of the Mid Atlantic and the General Assembly and advises us of the cost of operation to do the
ministry and mission of Jesus Christ in the world. Per Capita payment keeps all the governing bodies of
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in operation for a full year. It is the designated dollar amount that is asked
of each member of the Presbytery Church (USA) as a yearly voluntary contribution. The 2021 Per Capita
dollar amount is $50.00 per member. Per Capita is used to pay for the essential administrative operation
of the three governing bodies of the Presbytery Church (USA): Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly.

Terri Johnson - is receiving treatment for recently detected cancer.
She is at home on medical leave
from work.

Susan Richmond - is recovering
from abdominal surgery. She has
been hospitalized and in a nursing
care facility.

Jamaury James - was recently deployed by the Marines to Japan.

Kathy O’Dowd - continues to receive therapy in a care facility in
Silver Spring. She is struggling
with mobility issues but has shown
some recent improvement.

Sarah Rhodes recently had successful partial knee replacement
surgery.

Nick Snow - continues to battle
cancer at home. He recently finished radiation treatments.

Rahwa Debesay has had several
health concerns in recent months.

Russell Whitmoyer recently completed physical therapy for a torn
meniscus in his knee.

HYPOTHERMIA PROGRAM

Knox hosted around 15-20 homeless
guests each night during the week after
Christmas. Thanks to everyone who contributed a meal, snacks or gloves
Session News - The Session met on March 21. We welcomed our three newly elected Elders; Lois
Leinkram, Mike Ennis and Terry O’Dowd. The Installation service for our 3 new elders took place during
worship on February 27. Session expressed its gratitude for Mark Somerville’s service on Session for the
past 6 years, serving as Clerk. The minutes from our January 25, 2022 were reviewed and approved. Session also approved the minutes from our Annual meeting of the congregation, held on January 30. Session
expressed thanks for a detailed and invaluable document created by Steve Pida, which contains information about our church building and how all of the systems work in the building. The Session did an annual review of our membership roll. Kathleen Petrey has reported that the preschool is going well with
about a dozen students enrolled. She is seeking an architect to assist with our building application to secure a state license. Activities and worship for Holy Week and Easter were discussed and we plan to hold
an Easter Egg Hunt for children on Easter morning before worship.
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GOOD NEWS FROM KNOX

Dear Knox Presbyterian of Falls Church,
Congratulations on certification as an Earth Care Congregation! The steps your congregation has taken
to care for God’s earth are inspiring!
As we imagine has also been true for you over the last year, working remotely and budget impacts have
led us to acknowledge your achievements ...As an Earth Care Congregation, you may now use the Earth
Care Congregations seal to promote your commitment to earth care on your website, the church newsletter, t-shirts, etc., until the date that the certification expires. ...
Thank you for your commitment to caring for God’s earth.
I look forward to working with
your church in the coming
year.

Peace,
Jessica Maudlin

About April 28, there will be a limited number of native plant plugs available to Knox friends and the Preschool parents at $2.00/plug.
Tiarella cordifolia wherryi/ foam flower, white spring blooms, ground cover, shade, medium moisture, 6''12"
Aster cordifolius/blue wood aster, fall blooms, dry shade, 2'-3,
Phlox subulata/moss phlox, 'Emerald Pink', ground cover, spring blooms, full dry sun, 6"
About June 2 there will be two kinds of milkweed, the host plant for the monarch butterfly, also at
$2.00/plug.
Asclepias tuberosa/butterfly weed, orange summer blooms, 1'-3', dry hot sun
Asclle[pias verticillata/whorled milkweed, 2', dry to moist soil, white flower July-August, full sun
If you want some swamp milkweed/asclepias incarnata, let Cindy know. We will try to get plugs from
Earth Sangha.
Please send Cindy Wackerbarth your order and swamp milkweed wishlist by the same deadline. When
you hear back from Cindy, it is confirmed. If no confirmation, resend!
Please respond by April 15.
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KIDS CLUB on Wednesday evenings includes dinner, activities and service projects.
Children made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for Safe Haven.

Preschool Pajama Day

STEWARDSHIP
Knox finished 2021 with a surplus of around $3000.
Our current budget for 2022 approved by the Session
reflects a deficit of around $20,000.
Thanks to everyone who made a 2022 pledge commitment and to everyone who continues to support
Knox Church! If you haven’t made a commitment for
this year, you are invited to do so at anytime.
Again this year we are also asking everyone to contribute towards the “Per Capita Appointment”
which is approximately $50 per church member. This
fund is used primarily by our presbytery for the ongoing work of mission in our region. Thanks for your
help!

Pastor Hale visits with long-time Knox member
Becky Stites at the Virginian. Becky is 102 years old!

